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DELIVERED Hi THE HOUSE - OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 25, 1858. 



-' Mt. Cliairoan : It is not my purpose to ear 

anything of the neutrality act of 1818. Enough, 
baa been said' Id' this debate, both on this side 
oftbeHcflas and upon fr v *t, in vindication of 
tihatfo*,' Enough has aW, been said of Gen. 
"Willie Walker, and his raid npsn Nicaragua.. 
Enough, and more than enough, sir, han bs«a 



|«aid in denunciation of the gallant Paulding, 
feia fidelity to duty in arreting this; culprit 
%h& -refugee from justice, fand sending him back- 
Wanawer to the violated kas of his country. 
§Flie President, air, 'has pressed - upon tho ooh- 
'Vderation of this House a question of graver mg< 
tiificteco, of mightier import, a question whicu 
-cenccraB the nation's honor and th*> nations 
llifo-~ia question which tc-day challenges tho pro- 
;:foand attention of the whole people of this cotm- 
J t*y— a question upon which, if the official organ 
|bf fee President ia to bo ereditod,this House will 
'-soon fea required to pronounce its final decision. 
'It ia useless to- ^ast^'tho lima of the Houses ia 
-«$©i»craslrating ihd position of tho President: 
sipoa this great question. The Presidentand 
Ma- party not only sudors© the Leoompton Con- 
stitution, but by argument, by entreaty, and 
by threat, seek to iuduce Congress to endorse, 
it,' fead thereby give to ii tho sanction and the 
force of law. That journal which ia Baid to be 
In the favor of the Executive, and to reflect hia 
opinion's, has told us recently that the question 
-of the adoption 6i:'ra action of this Lecompton 
Constitution \ri\\ bsra question between taw 
and faction. I think, .air, it would have been 
3 more accurate to have said it is a question bo 
-twe<}0- Executive despotism and popular hb- 

- city. . 
: i I do; not rocogriiaeiho right of the Execctivd 

• i p did ate to this House the manner in which 
£4 shall discharge ita official duty. It is hu 
] VoTsurr? to give to Congress information of too 

! Mate of the Union, and to recommend to itn 
1 | consideration such'' measures of public policy 
.-•ica ha "may deem 'just and proper* but not to 
! feoatrolits legislation,^ ' t _ ' ■ _ f 
; I trust that no msmbot of tttia body mil fee 
r-inftuenced in the discharge of hia oScial duties 

• iSiere, emd mora, especially in tho discharge o 
'Kifoafc daty which ho o«ca to • himself and hia 



country in tho Battlement of tiiia great, ques- 
tion, by any consideration other thnn hte eenso 
of right and justice. For myself, I am free to 
eay, tba4 notwithstanding the President's solici- 
tude' in- this behalf; noH-withatanding the re- 
ported announcement by a diRt : nguiahed Sena- 
tor, that if Congress reject this slave Constitu- 
tion, hia Statfj will eecedo from the Union; 
notwithstanding the clamor of the party of the 
Provident, here and elsewhere — I cannot find 
mil net give my sanction to Ibis Leeompfcon 
Constitution. This instrument doea not ema- 
nate from tho people of Kansas. It ia not their 
will. Its provisions are in direct -conflict -with 
tho Constitofcion of tho United States, and with 
ttho principles of eternal justice. 

It is conceded, it cannot be denied, that the 
reason tehy tho Convention which fmraed this 
instrument refased to submit it to tbe people, 
for their approval or rejection, was, that t^o- 
jeoplo would have voted it dWia. The propo- 
rtion, the monstrous proposition, ia now made 
>y ths; President, and by gentlemen' on tins 
floor; to establish this instrument m the Oo'a* 
atitution of Kansas by- act - of -Congress, - and 
against t'ae will of the people of that Territory. 
Sir, it is the first timo in the history of the Re- 
public, &at the attempt has been nifcfle to^ea- 



tablish, by Federal authority, a StV.o Constitu- 
tion and Government againat the *5rill'of the 
people, i&nd -without their consent. . State. Con- 
etitutiotiig havo been framed, 'and. rent to Con- 
grena ■ for ratification, without say formal eab- 
miesion thereof to the 'popular vote ; but it waa 
only in cases where the people, V?yciv.I all qaea- 
.tfon, <zioaI& Ike Constitution, fey tliteir legally- 
appointed delegatei?. This has not been dona 
in Ho delegates have bsen legally 

choseci - tkero ; nor have any delegates . been 
.chosen thero at ail by the great body of tho 
'people. 

' Th» delegatoa who framed this instrument 
wero choeen by a body of men not equal in 
number to one-fourth the wholo number of 
qualified voters in Kansas, and by virtus of sp 
election law passed by usurpera. Th» Consti- 
tatioii thus framed ia the joint product of local 
. and Ffidotal ueurpation. L-it . him deny this 



.1 



, THE LEOOIhPTGN CONSPIRACY. 



speech m hon, smm ; jy; : binghm 

n. ' . ' r ,11 V. -• 

t • ".. DELIVERED IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, JANUARY 25, 1858. 



;' Hi. Chairman i It its not my purpose to say 
. anything of the neutrality act of 1818. Enough 
has been said in this debate, both on thia side 
1 of th& Hottde arid upon that, in vindication of 
fesibat law. Enough has also been said of Gen. 
ViHisHi Walker,' and hia raid upan Nicaragua. 
Enough, and more than enough, sir, has been 
Hiaid in denunciation^ of the gallant Paulding, 
■ '.'lor hia fidelity to duty in arresting this culprit 
taui refugee from justice, and esnding Mm back 
answer to the violated laws of hia country. 
jj';Tho President, sir, haa pressed upon the con - 
I ^deration of this House aquestson of graver sig- 
I suSctoco, of niighticr import, a question which 
-concerns the wation'o honor ana the nation's 
$ life— a question which to-day challenges the pro^ 
j£ found attention of the whole people of this couu- 
try~a question upon which, if the official organ 
s£bf the President id to be CTedited,tbia House will 
• icon be required to pronounce its final decision. 
> It is useless to w'aete the timo of the House in 
demonstrating the position of the President? 
upon this great question. The President and' 
hia party aotonly eedorse the Lecempton Con- 
stitution, but by argument, by entreaty, and 
by threat, seek to induce Congress to endorse 
it> and thereby give to it the sanction and th* 
force of law. Thatjourfcai which ia said to be 
in tho favor of tho Executive;, and to reflect hia 
©pinions, haa toM us' recently that the question 
of the adoption of' Section of this Lecompton 
" 'Constitution will bo ,; » question between law 
, and factmu I think, '.sir, it wduld have been 
'i? more accurate to have said it is a question bo- 
- 'ivf&m Executive despotism and popular lib- 

■ ■ tiiy. < 

'*I do not re'eegriisg the right of the Executive 
" tfi dictate to this House 'the ' manner in which 
i«S shall discharge ita official duty. It ia his 
feoviaee to gi«o to Ooagreis information of the 
/state of the Union, and to recciismend to its 

■ {consideration each/ meaSurea of public policy 
• up 'ho may 'deem' just' itid proper, 1 but not to 
p fcbalrol its legislation, ■ ' " 

\ f I trait that no member of 'taia body will he 
b tenfinenced in the discharge of km 6®cial duties 
lr ]%ef ©, and more especially in, the discharge ^ of 
I ; fTth&t datV which he owes to ; hixsxEslf- ana his 



country in the settlement ct this great ques- 
tion, by any consideration other than Ms nenm 
of right and justice. For myself, I am free to 
eay, that notwithstanding the PrPBident's eolici- 
iude in this behalf; nctwithGtandwg the re- 
ported apnonticement by a distinguished Sena- 
tor, that if Congress reject tSm afave Constitu- 
tion, hia State will secede from the Union y 
notwithstanding the clfemor of the party of the 
Ptesideut, here and elsewhere — I cannot and 
will not give my sanction to this Lecompton 
Constitution. This instrument does not ema- 
nate from tho people of Kansas. It is not their 
will. Its provisions are in direct conflict with 
the Constitution of the United States, and with 
•the principles of eternal justice. 

It ia conceded, it cannot bo denied, that the 
reason why the Conveafcioa -which framed this 
instromsat refased to submit it to the people, 
for their approval or rejection, was, that the 
people would have voted it down. The propo- 
sitiors, the Eaonstroas proposition, fa now made 
by the- President, and by gentlemen' on this 
fioer,^to establish this ingtromeat as the Con- 
stitution of Kansas by act of Congress, and 
« against the will of tho people of that Terdtory. 
Sir, it is the first time in the history of the Ba- 
pubiie, that the attempt has been . made' to es- 
tablish, by Federal authority, a State Confuta- 
tion aad Government against the will -of the 
peepla; and 'without their consent. „ l\\r,r; Con- 
eti.tutt.ons have been iVamec!, and tent to Con* 
groc^ fov ratification, without any formal sub- 
mission thereof to the popular vote \ but it waa 
Only in cases where th«6 people, beyond all queg. 
Uon, made the Constitution, - by their legally, 
appointed delegates. This has not biten dona 
ia Kfe&s&s. ': Nd delegates have been legally 
chosen •' there 5: nor have arty delegates . been 
chosen there at fell by the 'great body of the 
■people. '.'■'" 
; The <I-:!»ga!ca rAo framed this in3troment 
vfere chosen by tv body of «nen not equal in 
ntmber to one-fcutth the whole number of 
qualified voters in Eiansaa, and by virtue of m 
election law passed by uauifptsrg. The Ormsti- 
tation thus framed is the joint product of local 
and K.«»i6faV u&ufp&tioa. Lus Lici dssy tliia 
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who can, or who dsre. Bat for Federal inter- 
vention, the Missouri invasion of Kansaa would 
not have resulted in the election of the -first 
Lsgislnture in that Territory, arid 3b" thjs- e'p,sct- 
m,eat by that, body of a.'co$e.fjf la^e^eo'ja&cr-. 
Crofts and;nojn8j, that po man can or' ih.ro, iap- 
"prove it.' Bat for Federal - intervention,, the 
delegates to the Lecomptpn.Couventien 5v$utd, 
not have been chosen ! • But' "for •Fedefal inter- 
vention, and the presence, of, Federal .bayonets 
at Leccmpton, those delegates would' cot -ha^e 
fchns conspired against tSe liberties mi<J ita-sult- 
ed the mojesty A the people. Now that this, 
act of infamy ha^ been doDe; now that the 
rights of the people have been cloven down ; 
now that popular sovereignty m that Territory 
has been Btrangled, or, m a distinguished Ad- 
ministration Senator is reported to havn paid, 
throttled,* by the hands 0 f the Federal Execu- 
tive; — we are blandly told to affirm this great 
crime against popular rights for the oake of the 
Union, or, to ®m the President's very express- 
ion words, '"for the peace and quiet of the 
whole, country" Sir, it isl not the first time 
that acta of tyranny have been dignified with 
the title of peaces measures. The invader has 
before now destroyed the vintage, enslaved the 
people, plundered and burned their habitations, 
and called the desolation, which followed in. the 
train of his conquest, peace! 

We were assured the other day, by the Court 
Journal, that " all is quiet in Kansas..," Sir, if 
, there be quiet in that distant Territory, it is 
not tha quiet of contentment, it is not the calm 
repose of a people secure in their^ights and 
happy in the enjoyment of them ; it 13 the fitful 
lull which precedes the etorm. Look to it, ye 
>. warders of the Union and. the Constitution, that 
by your act the freemen of Kansas are 1 not 
driven to that point at which forbearance csaseB 
to be a virtue, nay, hecome3 a crime, and sub- 
Eiiseion the basest cowardice and treason. I 
waa pained, etr, to hear the gentleman from 
Arkansas [Mr. Warner] say in this debate 
"that the people of Kansas had rot the mauli- 
. nesa to assort and defend their rights aa free 
men, and to form their own Government," and 
yet he was ready "to vote now to admit the 
State of Kansas under tha Lecompton Consti- 
tution." The firet of these assertions, sir, 
whether e& intended or not, is, in my judgment, 
. a calumny upon that injured people, and the 
■ last is a concession that the Constitution which 
; that gentleman fa ready to vote for and sanc- 
tion was net formed by the people of Kanea*.' 

While I thank the gentleman foy this honest 

• concession that the Lecompton Constitution 
was not framed by the people, I beg leave to 

♦ It appeared in (he public journals thiit on 7th J«ly last, 
< TJ. 0. Senator A. G Brorvn, of Mississippi nade a speech 
<; at Yazoo, MiitBiBbkjfijii, in which he said : 

" lie had heard it from the l*reti<I* nt'e own lips, that 
. this thHo-y of gquaiter iwereigi.ty was one of the most 

• det'nr.able heresies that was ever broached in this or in 
,. any. other country, and that he (the President) would 

leave nothing undone to THROTTLE it." 



eay to him, and to -a" *?ho think with him upoi 
this floor, that, notwithstanding his assertion ». 
iheir want of manliness, notwithstanding h: 
questions their valor, Kansas is peopled witl 
freemen who know their rights, and, knowing, 
dare maintain them. { They havo the fertitud 
£0 endure; they have the' courage 'to dare 
they have learned wisdom in the lair of op 
predion ; and to-day, by their defiant attitude 
Bear witness that Vhe fires of pereecntioi 
through which they have walked are not wholl; 
impotent for good, but may elevate and purif 
as well as consume. I say,S3 did the gentle 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Gartrell) who ad 
dressed the House this morning, I am n< 
alarmist." I would scorn to invoke any man'i. 
fears j I would scorn *o appeal to any manV 
prejudices; I would scorn to anticipate conse- 
quences, however imminent or perilous, by way 
of apology, or colorable a^nlogy, for iufidelitj 
to duty. I say it deliberately, as the convictioi 
of ray mind, that our oa'hs and onr honor, ant 
the peace and prosperity of our whole country 
alike demand that, as Representatives of the 
Amer'can people, wo should, careless of aV 
consequences, spurn this Lecompton Constitu- 
tion from ua. An honest man fears no act o: 
his life so much as dcty unperformed, or wrong 
purposely committsd. 

I repeat it: look to it, ye Represeiiuativet 
of the people, yo men who keep reard anc 
watch over the Constitution and the Union 
that the freemen of Eansaa aro not, by you! 
act, driven to the dread olectiou of Bubmiaaioi 
and dishonor, or resistance unto blood. I tel. 
you, notwithstanding their alleged want o. 
manliness, Kansas hag ho3ts of citizens, good 
men aad true, who will never stoop to be youi 
abject slaves, 

" While heaven has light or earth has graves !" 

Sanction this Constitution, conceived in en 
and brought forth in iniquity, and you can onli 
maintain it by the Federal arm and the Feder 
al bayonet ; it can never receive the voluntary 
support of a free people. Sanction this Con 
stitution, and with it sanction, as it sanctions 
that code of abouoic^tlona which the invaden 
of Kansas enacted, and yoa compel resistance 
Resistant to such legislation would bs duty 
not crime ; patriotism,,, not treason. Tho re 
sistantf?, or insurgents, or uebels, if you plesse 
could point you, in vindication of their rebel 
Hon, to the fact that the history of Federal in 
tervention in Kansas, ever since tha day of iU 
organization, ia but a history of repeated inp 
ties and usurpations. 1 

In vindication of their rebellion, they con! 
point yon to tho fa«t ? that by your organic a 
you eolemuly pledged the nation's faith that th 
people ot Kansas " should be left perfectly frj 
to form amo hequlate^ their domestic tnstitj- 
tionB tu their own way, subject only to the Co^ 
jBiituiH a of the United States." In viodicatlo 
1 of their rebellion, they 'could point you to tlj 
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Torcls cf tho great Declaration, that 
> are created equal, and endowed by 
Creator with the rights of life and liber- 
vy ; " and that to secure these rights, " Govern- 
meats are instituted amongst men, deriving 
tfieir just powers from the consfnt of the 
governed." These words of the Declaration 
still live j like the words of Luther, they are 
half battles ^ they possess vitality; they were 
accredited in the day of our nation's peril as 
Ihe law and the voice of God ; to day they an- 
nounce the great right of self government, upon 
I vrhich rests the beautifal fabric of our free in- 
I etitutioDS. Let the wronged men of Kansas, 
I in proteBt against your proposed act of tyrau 
! uy— your violation of their natural and jgnara?j 
I tied right of self-government — bat appeal to 
l the whole people of America in the living and 
I immortal words of the Declaration, and their 
[ appeal will not bo made in vain ; it will stir the 
American heart like the blast of a trumpet. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio allow me to ask him a question ? 
Mr. BINGHAM. Yes, sir. 
Mr. CLEMENS. You have cited the lan- 
guage of the Declaration of Independence, that 
all Governments derive their just powers from 
the consent ef the governed. Will you be 
kind enough to tell me whether, according to 
the popular system of government, the people 
can act except under law and by law, or wheth- 
er there is any such thin/?, eo far aa the sover- 
eignty of the people is concerned, as asting ex- 
sept in consonance and conformity with the 
axietiog law t „ 

Mr. BINGHAM.' I have not claimed any- 
thing else than that; therefore the gentleman 
might aa well have eayqd himself ths trouble of 
presenting such a question for my considera- 
ion. But I would like to ask the gentleman 
rom Virginia if he undertakes to say that this 
lansas cede, called a code of lawg ? and which 
his Lecompton Constitution expressly endorses, 
s law? Will the gentleman bo eo good as to 
knawer that f 

Mr. CLEMENS. Who is to decide that 
[uestiori t la it t'ne peopls of Kanssa? 

Mr. BINGHAM I will tell the gentleman 
rho is to decide that question. We aro to de- 
id 0 it, sir 5 and that gentleman, in coram ou 
>ith all of us, is bound by I119 oath to decide it. 

Mr. CLEMENS Very well. I admit that, 
I come to another question- 

Mr. BINGHAM. I only gave way to the 
gentleman to ask ma one question, and not to 
occupy my time. Ha will please 6XC«g? me. 
When I get through, I will, if the Committee 
pleases, answer him till sundown. 

Sir, the great right of self-government cannot 
now be set aside by the puerile conceits of dem- 
agogues, whstWr embodied in a President's 
jmessage or an instrument framed by eonepira- 
jtors. The Lecompton Constitution dsrectly con- 
itravecea this right of eelf-government, and pro- 
'posss to lega'.i«e forever tho violation of life, 



and liberty, and property, and to establish a 
Government, armed with this fatal power, 
against tho consent of the governed. What 
colorable apology can be made for this criminal 
conspiracy against the rights of mankind — for 
this attempt to repudiate the vital element of 
American institutions ? Surely none can be 
found in the assertion of the President, that 
" the requirement to submit the whole Consti- 
tution to the people was not inserted in the 
Kansas-Nebraska act ; " and " the Convention 
was not bound by its terms to submit any other 
portion of the instrument to an election, except 
that which relates to the domestic institution cf 
Slavery." This is most remarkable language to 
come from the Chief Magistrate of the American 
Republic. The requirement to submit the whole 
Constitution to the people was not inserted in the 
organic act ^f Kansas ; therefore, the conven- 
tion of delegates, the people's servants, are not 
bound to submit the Constitution which they 
have framed to their masters, fee their approval 
or disapproval I Is the servant gs^ater than hia 
lord—- the creature groater than his creator? 
What are these delegates but the servants of 
the people? What powers or rights have they, 
not delegated by the people ? The right to 
fmme a Siate Constitution is inherent in the 
people, and is inalienable. It was .well said, 
on a memorable occasion, by a distinguished 
Seti&tor, then representing with pre-eminent 
ability the State of Missouri : 

" Conventions [to formStatti Constitutions] were origin- 
al acts of the people They depended upon inherent and 
inalienable rights. The people of any Slate may, at any- 
time, meet in Convention, without a law of their Legisla- 
ture, and without any provision or against any provision 
of their Constitujion, and may alter or abolish their whole 
frame of Government. The sovereign power to govern 
themselves was in the majority, aud they could not he 
divested of it.'" — Congretsianal Debates, volume 12, p. 1030. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Who said that ? 
Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Benton. 
Mr, GROW. President Buchanan held the 
same. 

Mr. BINGHAM. That is true, and I shall 
notice that hereafter. That was D^nocr'Uic 
doctrine in 1836, when Michigan applied to 
admitted into tho Union. Then, sir, the people 
might make a State Constitution without a Ter^ 
ritorial taw s or against a Territorial law, because 
the validity of the act depended, not upon any 
existing statute, but upon the inherent right of 
the people— their great right of self-government, 
of which they could not be divested. If the words 
of the message just cited mean anything, they 
do mean that the people hav? tot the inherent 
right-of e ; ;lf go?erpr«e?t j \hvt their right to re» 
jeet a' ConsiitttVen, franvecl by their delegates,, 
depends upon a requirement in the organic act 
bindiUg their delegates to' submit the whole Con- 
stitution, to the ppoplej.jmi that all their rights 
in the premises exist only by virtue of Federal 
grant, Thb surety rtpeal^ thr. very woida of 
the organic &tt ef Kansas, which declares that 
" the people of the Territory shall be left per- 
fectly free t? form and regu' 4te. their dotoeetio. 
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institutions in their own w&jJ T They shall Ids 
left to form all their domestic institutions — not 
merely the " institution of Slavery, 5 ' ea the 
President says, but all th?ir local and State in- 
stitutions. The orgoric sot, by its wordB, sim- 
ply affirms the right of self-governme&t to bo in 
the people: it dots not profess to confer any 
such right A man not yet out of th© horn-book J 
upon' the law cf construction, ought to know! 
that, this organic Kansas act does not profess 
to, and does not, iu fact, grant the people the 
power to form their own domestic institutions. 
The spirit of the act is, that it leaves the peo- 
ple, aa it found the people, perfectly free, by vir- 
tue of their own inherent right, to form their dfr 
raestic institutions in their own way, subject 
only to the Constitution of the United States. 

The gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Lamar,] 
following the assumption of the President, in- 
sisted that the organic act of Kansas was an 
enabling act. With all due respect for that 
gentleman, and with aa much reispect for the 
President aa he permits me to entertain for him, 
I beg leave to e&y that the assertion, that the 
organic act of Kansas is an enabling act, is an 
after-thought. The President's party was not 
of that mind during the Thirty-fourth Congress, 
when they clamored, from the Penobscot to the 
Pacific, for the passage by the House of their 
enabling Kansas act, which passed the Senate, 
ksown &3 the Toomba bill. No, pir ; the or- 
ganic act of Kansas b not, nor was it intended 
to be, an enabling act. Nor do I deem it ne- 
cessary that there ahould be an enabling act. 
The Twenty-fourth Congress, by & most deci- 
sive vote, iso decided ; and amongst these of that 
Congress who so declared, both by speech and 
vote, the present Chief Magistrate, Mr. Buchan- 
an, was conspicuous. Pending the question 
for the adreifsien of Michigan upon a Constitu- 
tion made by the people, without any act of 
Congress or Territorial act authorizing it, Mr. 
Buchanan spoke as follows : 

"The preceiU.nl in the ease of Tennessee hag com- 
pletely e'ienceil all opposition in regard to the necessity 
of a prev ens set of Congress to enable the people of 
Michigan to form a State Constitution. It now seems to 
be conceded that our subsequent vpprobation if equiva- 
lent to our pievioug action. This can no longer be doaDt- 
etl. We have ike unquestionable power of waiting rv\y ir- 
regulariliei in the mo<te of framing the Constitution, had any 
sutk existed."— 1% Congresnwnal Debates, pp. 1(141, 1048. 

" He did hope that by this hill ell objection* would be 
fferaoved; and that this Slate, to ready to rush into our 
arms, would r fit be repulsed, because of the absence cf some 
formalities ttthich perhaps were very prcjftr, but certainly not 
4*idispensalU.'"—lbid. l 1015. 

It is ru> Safes wot 'to eay that the question ia 
the case of Michigan w&n »M, as iti-the cft.se of 
Kansas, whether the p6o|>le had -the Tight tc 
pass upon the Constitution before Cqngreea 
dicald approve ir ? and admit* the, Strata ander 
it. The question- in the read©, of Jljchigaii in- 
cluded this, and more; the question there was, 
©ii'sfer the peopleVof their *enm amotion, and 
iiihostt the aid of ft statute, Natiotfisjl or Terri- 
cts&l, c-onld make & Conetitutioa, preparatory 
to admission into tka Union, which Congress 



could receive and approva ; and it was solemn- 
ly, nnd by the votes of more than three-fourths 
of the Twenty-fourth Congress, decided they 
could — that the action of the people without 
an crabling act was an informality which 
Congress could waive, and in that caso did 
waive. It ia indisputably true that the people 
of the Territory may themselves waive the 
formal ra'ificotion of the Constitution, t\fter 
their delegates shall have framed it; and in 
such case may well be held bound by the acts 
of their egents. But in this instance, the peo- 
ple cf Ewisas have not so waived their right, 
I know that it has been assumed in debate 
hero by the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Lamar,] and that the message of the President 
proceeds upon the same aseurop Jon, that the 
Lecompton Convention was a legally-consti- 
tuted body, and that the legal presumption is, 
that what they have done has been lawfully 
done, and is the will and act of the people of 
Kansas, whoee agents they were. 

Sir, nothing can bo ish»fsr than that the Le- 
coupton Convention was not a legally-consti- 
tuted body ; that the Legislature whieh enacted 
the statute by which the members of said Con- 
vention were elected, waa itself an illegal body, 
fraudulently chosen ; and that their statute was 
not so exocuted, even if it Bad been valid, aa 
to give legal effect to the election held tinder it. 

But, admitting the assumption of the Presi- 
dent and his especial udvocatea on this floor to 
be true, that the Lecompton Convention was a 
l&wfully-constitnted body, the legal presump- 
tion that their act is tha act of the people of 
Kansas cannot stand before the admitted and 
kkown fact, that a very large majority of the 
people of Kansas wholly repudiate the Conven- 
tion, and the Constitution presented by it, t»nd 
are to-day ready to take up arms in resistance 
of it, and of any Government which may ba 
established under it. | 
There is, there can be, no presumption, either 1 
legal or natural, contrary to known and ad- 1 
mitted facts. I say, therefore, admitting the | 
President to be right in assuming tho legality | 
of the Lecompton Convention, bia asserted 
legal presumption against known fact3 cannot 
bo gravely entertained, ai^d must be pnouted 
by every well informed man, as tho verieet 
quibble, in aid of the most desperate causa. 
Despite this quibble and the force of this lugal 
presumption, it mast faa conceded, it cannot 
gainsay ed, that the delegates who foraied the 
Lecompton Constitution were not chosea by 
the majority, but, on the contrary, by a very 
smell minority of the people of K&cf &s $ and 
that it ia as well known aa the fact that this 
Constitution was made by tho delegates thus 
chosen, that it has been, and is now, emphati- 
cally repudiated and condemned by an over- 
whelming irmjct'uf of ths fscple cf KatiSMs 
And yet, m the face of this fact, patent to &!1 
men, tho President, and his party on this floo:, 
demand, that Congress shall fasten this repu* 
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diated instrument upon the people of Kansas j 
ai their legitimate act, and thereby coerce 
thptn (o ccqnippco in it and accept it as the 
expression of their will. You call thia popular 
sovereignty ; I call it Federal usurpation and 
Federal desr ;tism ; and, before I give this pro 
pootd act of Federal tyranny my voluntary 
sanction, either by word or vote, may ray light 
hand forget its cunning, and my tongue cleavrj 
to the roof of my month. 

But, sir, it is asserted by the President that 
" the question has been fairly and explicitly re 
ferred (by the schedule of this instrument) to 
the people, whether they will have a Cocstttu 
tion with or without Slavery." With all due 
deference, I submit that the very contrary of this 
is the truth, and so clearly expressed on the 
face of the Constitution as to silence all con- 
troversy. The seventh section of the schedule 
C6D.taio8 the provision for the submission of the 
question of Slavery, and the only provision ; it 
is as follows : 

"{7.] Sec. 7. That thin Constitution shall be submitted 
to, the Congrtssof the Uniied States at its next ensuing 
session, and as soon as official information has been re- 
ceived that ilsfs approved by the same, by the admission 
of the State of Kansas a* one of the sovereign States of 
the United States, the President of thin Convention shall 
issue his proclamation to conTene ihe State Legislature 
at the seat of Government within thirty-one days after 
publication. Should any vacancy occur, by death, resigna- 
tion, or otherwise, in the Legislature or other office, he 
shall criier an election to fill such vacancy: Providei. 
however, in case of refusal, absence, or disability of the 
President of this Convention to discharge the duties here- 
in imposed on him, the President pro tempore of this Con- 
vention shall perform said duties; arid in case of absence, 
refusal, or disability of the President pro tempore, a com- 
mittee consisting of Biiven, or a majority of them, shall 
discharge the duties required of the President of this Con- 
vention. [1!.] Before* this Constitution shall be sent to 
Congress for admission :nt<i the Union as a 8'ate. it shall 
be submitted to »1I the white male inhabitants of this Ter- 
ritory, for approval or disapproval, as follows : The 
President of this Convention shall, by proclamation, 
declare that on the 2lst day of December, lf-57, at the dif- 
ferent election precincts now established by law, or 
which m»y bo established as herein provided, in the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, an election shall be held, over which 
shall pieside three judges, or a majority of them, to be 
appointed as follows: The President of tn s Convention 
shall appoint three commissioners in each county in the 
Territory, whose duty it shall be to appoii.t three judges 
of i lection in the several precincts of their respective 
bounties, and to establish precincts far voting, and to canst 
palls to be opened ol tuck plaee$ as they may ditm proper in 
their respective, counties; at which election the Consti;u- 
tion framed by this Convention shall be submitted to all 
t.hs white male inhabitants of the Territory <jf Kansas in 
•Jie said Territory upon that day, and over the sge of 
twenty-one year?, for ratification or rejection, in the fol- 
lowing manner and form: The voting shall be by ballot. 
The judges of Raid election shall cause to be kept two 
poll-books by two clerks by them appointed. The ballots 
cast at said election shall Le endorsed, 'Constitution with 
Slavery,' or ' Constitution with no Slavery.' One of said 
poll books shall be returned within eight days to the 
President of this Convention, and the other shall be. re 
mined by the judges of election, and kept open Cor in- 
spection. The President, with two or more members of 
this Convention, shall examine said poll-books, and if it 
Shall appear upon said examination that a majority of 
Uio legal voles cast at said election he in favor of the 
•Constitution with Slavery,' he shall immediately have 
the same transmitted to the Congress of the United States, 
&« hereinbefore provided. But if, upon f»ch examination 
of said poil-books, it shall appear that a majority of the 
legal voles east at said election be in favor of the ' Constitu- 
tion with ndSlavery,' then the articleproviding for Slave- 
ry shall be stricken from this Constitution by the Presi- 
dent of this Convention, and Slavery shall no longer exist 
in the Stale of Kansas, (except thai the right of property 



in slrves now in (Mb Territory shall in no manner be in- 
;?rfertd w'lh.V and ?hsll i-nve transmitted the Constitu- 
tion so r.vilier to the Congress of the United States, rs 
herdi brfore provided. Tn case of the failure of the Pres- 
ident of this Convention to perform the duties imposerl 
upon hir> in the foregoing section., by reason ot'dea h, 
resignation, or otherwise, ihe same duties S/iall devolve 
upon the. President pro tempore.'" 

Can it be said that this is a fair submiisioa 
to the people, whether they will have a Cbupti- 
tution with or without Slavery ? I do no more 
than call attention to the extraordinary and 
unfair provision that the President of the Le- 
compton Convention, Mr. Calhoun, is to ap- 
point three comrnipaionera in each county ; 
which three commissioners shall appoint three 
judges of election in the several precincts of 
their respective counties ; and shall also estab- 
lish precincts for voting, and cause polls to be 
opened at such places as they may deem proper 
in their respective counties: the result of the 
election to be determined by Mr. Calhoun and tv/o 
other members of the Convention. A marvellous- 
ly fair provision for an ejection, to. provide that 
one of fifty usurpers shall, by his agents, open 
the polls and conduct the election in such man- 
ner and at such places as he shall deem proper! 
and, finally, with two of his co conspirators, 
determine the reftult. A complete device this, 
for the successful re enactment, of election 
frauds, without a parallel, save in the recent 
eleclions in Kansas, held under the same bo- 
gus laws which sanctioned this Convention. 
Still more clearly dees it appear that the ques- 
tion is not fairly referred to the people, whether 
they will have a Constitution with or without 
Slavery, by the last clause of the seventh section, 
which is, that although the majority shall vote 
" Constitution with no Slavery/' *' the right of 
property in BlaveB new in the Territory shall in 
no manner be interfered with." And o make 
sure of thi3, the 9th, section of the schedule 
provides : 

"Sec, 9. Any person offering to vote at the aforesaid 
election upon said Con-titution shall, if challenged, take 
an oath to support the Consli'mion of the United States, 
ai.d to support this Constitution, if adopted, under the 
penalties of perjury under the Territorial laws." 

And to the same effect ia the fourteenth eec- 
tion, which provides : 

" Szc. 14. That after the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-four, whenever the Legislature shall think 
it necessary to amend, alter, and change this Constitution, 
tlity shall recommend to the electors at the next general 
election, two-thirds of the members of each House con- 
curring, to vo'e for or against calling a Convention ; and 
if it app ears that a majority of all the citizens of the State 
have voted for a Convention, the Legislature shall, at its 
next regular session, call a Convention, to consist of as 
many members as there may be in the House of Repre- 
sentatives at the. time, to be chot-en in the same manner, 
8t tlie tame places, and by the same electors, that ehose 
the Rcprf seiuaiive.K. Said delegates so elected shall 
meet within three months after said election, the pur- 
pose of revising, amending, or cbang tig the Constitution; 
but no alteration shall be made to affttt the rights tf property 
in the ownership t/'tlawj." 

A fair submission of t!ie question, whether 
they will hava a Constitution with or with- 
out Slavery I It is no submission of the Con- 
stitution at all. In no t»vsnt ere the people, or 
any one of litem, r-crrniue j to vote against iho 



Constitution ; they can only vote for the Con- I 
atifutic: with Shivery. This is plain ; for it is 
provided, if the people should ali vote for the 
Constitution with no Slavery, yet, the right of 
property in slaves now in the Territory sh^U in 
uo manner be interfered with ; and the only 
effect, therefore, of such a vote, would be to 
cue eff that, provision of the instrument which 
provides for the further importation of fluvea into 
the State, The only question, then, that is sub- 
letted to the people is, whether they will pro- 
hibit the increase of their slave population by 
future importations ; and before they are per- 
mitted to exercise even this privilege, they must, 
if challenged, submit to the humiliating re- 
quirement of taking an oath — a test oath of 
fealty to their masters, and to their masters' 
work, to wit : that they will support this Con- 
stitntion, if adopted. As I have said, its adop- 
tion is made sure, for no one can vote against 
it; all must vote for it, or not vote at all. And 
as if to add to the humiliation, and sharpen the 
sting of the indignities thus heaped upon this 
invaded province of Kansas, the President, with 
" smooth dissimulation," speaking of the elec- 
tion provided for in the seventh section of the 
schedule, to be held 21st of last December, says: 

"At this election. e~ery citizen will have an opportuni- 
ty of exoressLinp his opinion bv his vote, ' whether Kan 
pas s'ta'l lie received into the Union with or without Sla- 
very.' Tne election will be held undef legitimate au- 
thority ; and if any portion of the inhabitants shall refuse 
to vote, a fair opportunity to do so hnvine been presented, 
this will be their own voluntary act. and they alone will 
be responsible for the consequences." 

Is it mere partisan heat and partisan zeal, or 
is it the reckless arrogance of power, that 
prompts the President thus to Epeak ; thus to 
falsify the record ; thus to, insult an outraged 
people ? A legitimate election and a fair op- 
portunity to vote I A dictator determines and 
chooses the places and the officers of the elec- 
tion, and, with two of his co-conFp ; rators, de- 
termines the result, of the election; the people 
can vote only for the Constitution framed and 
presented to them by these eomipirators. They 
must, it required, swear, upon tha pains and 
penalties of perjury, to euppcrt, that Consti 
tution when adopted, and by its terms are 
restricted, and shall in no event be permitted, 
by alteration or amendment thereof, to '* af- 
<l fect the rights of property in the owner- 
ship of slaves." With the shadow of this great 
calamity upon them, shedding its dubious 
twilight over all their habitations, threatening 
the inauguration in their midst of that anarchy 
which 'v fearful in energy and atheistical in 
creed, frightening their pale-faced villages with 
war, and orofauing their temples and shrines 
wit' i tbe'Vood of murder, they are mocked 
with the infamous and gratuitous counsel of 
submission. Submit, submit, says the Presi- 
dent, and vjte, now that you have a fair op 
portunity, for this Constitution, framed by 
usurpers nut tyrants, or ba yourselves " aiOne 
responsible for the consequences " 



Responsible, air, for what consequences ? 
For the consequences of refusing to submit to 
Federal dictation and Federal usurpation— re- 
sponsible for the consequences of provoking, by 
this act of disobedience, that vengeance which 
slumbers in the arm of the Federal Executive. 
Sir, the threat is as weak as it is wicked. The 
millions of the populous North would revolt 
against the attempt of th.-s Federal Govevnmeut 
to arrogate to itself the power expressly reserv- 
ed to the people—the power to form their own 
local and S ate institutions. The President 
himself confesses that the people of Kansaspre 
allowed only to vote for this Constitution ; and 
that, although they should all vote for it with no 
Slavery, they must, nevertheless, have it with, 
Slavery, and must support it with Slavery ; and 
to excuse this atrocious invasion of the people 8 
rights, the President says : 

"Should the Constitution without Slavery be adopted 
bT the votes of the majority, the rights of property m 
slaves mow in the Territory are reserved. The number 
of the-e is very small ; but if it were greater, the provis- 
ion would be equally just and reasonable. These slaves 
were brought into the Territory under tlie Co istitution Qf 
the United States, and are now the properiygf their mas- 
ters This point has at length been tifall^deeided by 
the highest judicial tribunal of the country ; and this upon 
the plain principle, that when a confederacy of sovereign 
States acquire a new Territory at their joint expense, 
both couality and justice demand that the citizens of one 
and all of them shall have ih«i right to take into it what- 
soever is recognised as property by the common Con- 
stitution." 

A most humiliating confession— should the 
people adopt the Constitution without Slavery, 
the righis of property in slaves now : n the Ter- 
ritory are reserved, and therefore they have a 
Constitution with Slavery ; and this, we are toid 
by the President, " is just and reasonable," be- 
cause " these slaves were brought into the Ter- 
ritory under the Constitution of the United 
S;a»es," and " are now the property of their 
masters." It only remains for the Present to 
say that all the people of Kansas are now the 
property of their masters. In another commu- 
nication, the President haB told the country 
" tha'. Slavery existed in Kansas under the Con- 
stitution of the United States ; " and now he 
says " this point has been decided by the high- 
eat judicial tribunal and yet he says, as if 
he were demented, ''the question has been fair- 
ly and expressly referred to the people, whether 
fhey will have "a Constitution with or without 
Slavery, and every citizen may express, by his 
vote, whether Kansas shall be received into the 
Union with or without Slavery." Surely this can- 
not be, if Slavery is in Kansas under aud by 
virtue of the Constitution of the United States. 
Why talk of Eubmitting it to the people, when 
Slavery is there, not by force of their will, bat 
by force of the Constitution of the United States?^ 
Why talk of the people of a Territory excluding 
that which tne Constitution of the United States 
sanctions and upholds ? Can the people of Kan- 
sas repeal, by vote or otherwise, the Consti- 
tution of the United States ? Is it not written 
on the face of that instrument, " this Consti- 



. ation shall bo the supreme law of the laud, 
the Constitution and laws of Any State to ihe 
contrary notwithstanding?" If, therefore, men 
e property under the Constitution of the Uni- 
1 States, and by virtue thereof held as 
property in the Territory of Kansas, it is in 
vain, and a mockery, to talk of the right of 
the people of that Territory to exclude Slavery 
therefrom, or to establish a State Constitution 
withont Slavery ; and hence the conclusion of 
the President upon this hypothesis is logically 
and severely true — that although the majority 
of the people of Kansas adopt a Constitution 
without Slavery, Slavery nevertheless continues 
in their Territory, and under th ir Constitution 
so adopted. And to this complexion has it come 
at last, that in Kansas it is just and reasonable 
that the people thereof shall be permitted to 
vote only for the Constitution framed and sub- 
mitted to them by usurpers^ and only for a Con- 
stitution with Slavery. And this is popular 
sovereignty, under Democratic rule ! I shall 
not join in this libel upon the Constitution of 
my country, that Slavery exists in Kansas or 
anywhere else under or by virtue of that sa- 
cred instrument. I know that one of its im- 
mortal authors, sometimes called the Father of 
the Constitution, said " that it would be wrong 
to admit in the Constitution that there could 
be property ; „ men." I know that he whose 
dust Bleeps in its quiet tomb on the banks of the 
beautiful Potomac, he who is sometimes called 
the Father of his Country, has said taat the Con 
stitntion " is perfectly free in its principles." I 
know that it declares upon its face that no per- 
son, whether white or black, shall be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property, without due process 
of law ; and that it was ordained by the people 
to establish justice ! I know that, by a law 
made under and pursuant to that Constitution, 
the traffic; in men upon the high seas, under 
our flag, is a crime, punishable with death. 
Can it be that this traffic, which, upon the seas, 
by the law of the Constitution, is piracy, wor- 
thy of deatb, and punishable with death, is upon 
land a right, a sacred right, sanctioned by the 
Constitution, and not to bo restricted or inter- 
fered with by the fundamental law of any State 
in this Union ? If this be so, tyrants may call 
the roll of their slaves on Bunker Hill, and upon 
the very grave which holds the hallowed dust of 
the first great martyr in the cause of our own 
American Liberty. 

Such, sir, is not the Constitution of the Uni 
ted States. That, instrument guaranties Liber- 
ty, not Slavery ; justice, not injustice ; a Re- 
publican Government, resting upon the consent 
and upholding the inborn rights of the govern- 
ed, not a despotism or an oligarchy, fastened 
npon the people by brute force, and upheld by 
brute force. The Constitution of the United 
States limits the sovereignty of th-3 people in 
the formation of State Constitutions to this ex 
tent, that their Coi Btitution must be republican, 
that it must not impair, but sustain and secure, 



the universal and imprescriptible rights of life, 
liberty, and property. When the people of the 
Territories frame such Constitutions, Congress 
may admit them into the Union. That Con- 
gress is the final arbiter on the question of the 
formation of new States within our Territories 
ia clear 5 for unless the Constitution fVaiuod by 
the people of a Territory be affirmed euiu ap- 
proved by Congress, no State is organized, and 
the Constitution so framed does not become 
law. Your Kansas-Nebraska act recognises 
this principle to the fullest extent. It declares 
that the people of the Territory are left " per- 
fectly free to form and regulate their domestic 
institutions in their own way, subject only to 
the Constitution of the United States." 

Who is to judge whether the institutions 
formed by the people of a Territory conform to 
the Constitution of the United States ? Mani- 
festly Congress, inasmuch as Congress alone 
can admit or reject the proposed State. It is 
the right cfthe people of a Territory to form a 
republican Constitution, which in its provisions 
does not contravene natural justice or the su- 
preme law of the land ; and when they, having 
sufficient numbers to Bustain a State Govern* 
ment, do frame such a Constitution, it is the 
duty of Congress to admit them under it into 
the Union. No higher or more important duty 
than the admission of new States into the 
Union is imposed upon the Congress of the 
United States. If, therefore, the Lecompton 
Constitution had emanated from the people of 
Kansas j if it had been the expression of their 
will ; if it had been republican, and not incon- 
sistent with or repugnant to the Constitution of 
the United 8tates, it 1 would have been clearly 
our duty to hive approved it, and to have given 
to it the authority of Uw, by admitting Kansas 
under it into the Union as a State. 

I have already said, and it has been conce- 
ded on this floor, that this Constitution does not 
emanate from the people of Kansas, and does not 
express their will. For that reason, it is our duty 
to reject it ; but if the whole peop'e of Kansas 
had solemnly ratified and adopted this instru- 
ment, at either of their recent elections, I affirm 
that it would still be our duty to reject it. It 
would be our duty to reject it, because it con- 
travenes the plainest principles of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States ; because it legalizes 
the wanton and continued violation of the 
rights of life and liberty and property ; because 
it is a Constitution not fit to be made, and such 
as no people or State can of right make; 
because it is a Constitution which could onSf 
originate in a base conspiracy against the lib- 
erties of the country and the sacred rights of 
human nature. Consider this ! What do we 
sanction by affirming this Lacompton Constitu- 
tion? First, the wild and guilty fantasy of 
property in man ; the coarse and brutal atroci- 
ty of merchandise in human souls. The first 
section of the seventh article contains these 
words : " The right of property * * * to 



a slave ami its increase is * : * * before 
and higher than any constitutional sanction," 
The Americaa Congress to sanction this! 
The. American Congress to declare that the 
right to hold men, women, and children, as 

firoperty, and to sell them as chattels, is invio- 
able, and before and higher than any conatitu- 
tion&l sanction I > 

I submit, if bj a£y S>t£on you can convert a 
child, infcp property., H jb a feet before and 
higher th&v any buma£ law o* Constitution, 
that the property of the child is in its parents, 
.to f the«^cIs^ipa of the, stranger. By enacting 
this Lecowpton Constitution, you would ra- 
verw this, great fact of nature^ or rather violate 
this right of nature, and declare it lawful to 
steal from; the parent bia child. If you will by 
law degrade one portion of the human family 
into chattels, for God^s sake do not by law re 
dace another portion \o the stiil lower level of 
thieves. After you. shall have enacted year 
Blatate, will not the law of the stone table still 
stand, "Thou, shalt not steal?" After you 
ahall.have enacted your statute, declaring it 
lawful to send little children to the auction 
.black for Bale, will they not still be as sacred, 
whether an African or an Indian, a European 
or an American sun first burned upon them, 1 
tut they were in that day when the Nazarene, 
whose intense holiness shed majesty over the 
.ganger and the «*traw, said: ''Suffer little 
children, and forbid them not to come unto me, 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven ? " 

In keeping, sir, with the atrocious provision 
.of this Lecompton Constitution, declaring prop- 
erty in man, is the further provision, which de- 
clares "that all kbbkmkn, vbh&a they form a 
social compact , are equal in rights." By 
adopting this, we are af'ted to say, that the 
self evident truth of the Declaration, that 

" ALb KBK ABB CBIATED EQUAL," is a Self-evi- 

dent tie; a glittering generality j a rhetorical 
flourish, unconstitutional and undemocratic; 
tint the self evident truth now in these latter 
days is, that men. are not created, but, like 
Topsy, they grow \ and ihst are equal in 
rigfcta only " when they aire free, and form a 
■ social compact >" < -Allow me to ask the advo- 
cates and supporters of this Lecompton bill of 
rights — this new declaration of self-evident 
truths — what rights men have before they are 
free r and before they form a social compact? Are 
they thereby endowmentof their Creator, possess- 
ed of the rights of life and liberty ? Or, outside 
of ypur social compact, is there, an inferior 
tciass of human beings, u who," as the majority 
of the Supreme Court said in the Dred Scott 
decision, *' have no bights or privileges but 
such as those who hoiu the power and Govern- 



ment may choose to grant them ? " Thi 
the precise principle, the bald t>nd athe: 
averment, of this Lecompton Constitution ; 
we, by affirming it, are only to become 
avowed upholders of the stupendous lie, 
one class of men hav^ no rights which ano 
are bound to respect; and hence, the p£ 
and exclusive provision of ^his instrument, 

''That no freeman shall be taken; or imprisi 
or disseized of his freehold, liberties, or privilege 
'outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner destroyed t 
prived of his life, liberty, or property, but by tha 
raent of his -ieerS or the law of the land." 

" Ho freeman : " the words of necessity 
port; that any person not a freeman, any si 
any human chattel, may be taken and 
prisoned, disseized of his freehold, liberties, 
privileges, outlawed, exiled, aui murd< 
without the judgment of his peers, and wit: 
the protection of law. That this instru: 
may want in no feature of horrid cruel tjj . 
further therein jiJwidted, that u Jfcee ty?£ 
ehallnot be permitted to live in this State U/ 
any circumstances." Sir, they are mere 
ionary theorists" who Suppose that this v- ~ 
was not made for Cesaar, but for man— -ib : 
belongs only to the common Father of all, >* 
is for the u^e and sustenance of all his chilr 
By our of affirmance of this instrument 
are to eayto certain human beings in the .; 
ritory of Kansas, though you were born in 
Territory, and bora of free parents, though , 
are human beings, and no chattels, yet yoi< 
not free to live here upon your native hf j 
you must be disseized of your freehold, libe 
and privileges, without the judgment of > 
peers and without the protection of law. Th»r 
born here, you shall not," under any cir < 
stances, be permitted to live here. You 
suffer exile or death— you cannot and sha) 
live here. That sky which you Erst saw. ' 
to which weary men look up' for hope, and 
solation— that beauiiful sky which beads a 
your humble home like the anna of benefic ■ 
clasping in its embrace the evil and the j - 
the just and the unjust—that sky was not 1; 
for you ; yon shall not live under it. This ' . 
this goodly laud, with its fertile fields, and >:<: 
waters, and raatro homes, wherR you ftwtlr. \ 
ed to lisp the hallowed name oi father, <3' 
brother, and where sleeps in humble hop) ' 
sacred dust of your poor d&*d auolher — thus • 
was not made for you ; you shall not, 3 ' 
any circumstances, be permitted to live 
it 5 go hence, never more to return : that i 
law. Representatives j wjjl you give to 
proposed atrocity your official pauctioc? Ax . 
upon your oaths, to your conscience, to 
country, and to your God ! 

[Here the hammer fell.j 
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